








Harmony Federation Video of “Ireland’s Call” Can be found on Youtube









Irish for 
“Cheers!” and 

“To your 
Good Health”

Pronounced 
“SLAHN-tcha”





“Brief History of Ireland” Video can be found on YouTube





• Several English translations including Lehane, Lane, Collins and Lyons.

• Derived from the ancient Munster Kingdom of Uí Liatháin (pronounced                

Ee-Leehaun) which was powerful in the early to mid 1st millennium.

• The Ó Liatháin Clan were the wealthy, prominent, and powerful rulers of 

the Uí Liatháin territory in the Kingdom of Munster, Ireland. 

• The Uí Liatháin territory was invaded along with the rest of the Island of 

Ireland during the Norman Invasion of 1169. 

• The Ó Liatháin Castle and the Uí Liatháin territory eventually came under 

the control of the DeBarry Family of Wales. 

• Catherine Lehane - our great grandmother – was a descendent of the       

Ó Liatháin Clan. This is important to remember for later reference        

in our Irish family story.





Castlelyons Video can be found on YouTube



• Several English translations and spellings of the same translation 

including O’Mahoney, O’Mahony, O Mahoney, O Mahony, Mahoney, 

Mahony, Mahane,  Mahon, and many others.

• O Mahoney’s descend from Mathuin (Mahon), son of Cian mac Maol

Muadh, Prince of Raithleann, and Saidhb, daughter of Brian Boru. 

• Brian Boru (who lived approximately 941 – 1014 AD) is a revered name in 

Irish history because he unified the Island of Ireland into one Kingdom 

under his rule as High King. The unified Kingdom was able to at least 

temporarily end Viking rule of the Island of Ireland.

• Our great-grandfather – Denis O’Mahoney - was a descendant of these 

prominent Irish pioneers.

• Dunlough Castle was founded in 1207 by Donagh O’Mahony. It is one of 

the oldest Norman castles in southern Ireland and an example of 

Norman architecture and dry-stone masonry.





Dunlough Castle Video can be found on YouTube







“A Controversial Look at the Irish Great Hunger” Video can be found on YouTube











Largest Street Performance of the Fields of Athenry Video can be found on YouTube







Wicklow Mountains The Friskey Whiskey at the 
Oliver Plunkett in Cork City

Puck Fair in Killorglin



The Beacon in Baltimore, County Cork Dancing Lad in the Kingdom of Kerry “Dreams of Freedom” in Killorglin



Killarney Pub Rock of Cashel, County Tipperary The Rising Tide Pub, Cork



Rock of Dunamase County Laois Strolling in Skibbereen Gougane Barra, County Cork





• Bridget was born 35 years after the Great Hunger at Lying In 
Hospital in Cork City, Ireland on March 9, 1887. 

• This hospital was later known as Erinville hospital. It currently 
serves as offices for the University College Cork.  

• Relatively few Irish babies were born in hospitals at that point 
in Irish history. 

• She was the daughter of Denis O’Mahoney and Catherine 
Lehane O’Mahoney. 

• She was named after her grandmother, Bridget Burke Lehane.

• Bridget became an Irish Citizen of the day of her birth because 
she was born on the Island of Ireland. 

• She was baptized at St. Mary’s Catholic Parish in Carrigtwohill, 
Ireland on March 27, 1887. Both her mother (Catherine) and 
Father (Denis) were also baptized there.  Denis and Catherine 
were also married there.















• Early records suggest that Denis and Catherine lived and worked 
on the grounds of Fota House located on Fota Island in County 
Cork, Ireland when Bridget was born. 

• Fota House was originally an 18th century hunting lodge forming 
the centrepiece of the Fota Island estate which covers all of Fota 
Island in County Cork. 

• The estate eventually became the family home of the Smith-
Barry family.  

• Several centuries earlier, the ancestors of the Smith-Barrys had 
been awarded the vast land holdings that once belonged to the 
powerful O'Liathain clan as far back as the year 1104 AD.  

• You will recall that the O'Liathain (Lehane/Lyons) clan were the 
ancestors of my great-grandmother, Catherine Lehane 
O’Mahoney.  

• The Irish Heritage Trust, an independent charity, took 
responsibility for Fota House & Gardens in 2007 and it is now in 
their hands.

























At the age of 18, 

Bridget Theresa O’Mahoney (Gifford) 

boarded the RMS Republic in 

Queenstown (Cobh), Ireland 

on June 24th, 1905. 

She was sponsored by her 

Aunt Mary Lehane McDonald 

who already lived in Boston.  

She carried $10 US in her pocket.

Like most emigrating Irish, 

Bridget traveled in Third Class

(once called steerage) for the long 

and arduous journey to Boston Harbor. 

The ship arrived at the port 

of Boston on July 1st, 1905.



Last paragraph 
needs to say that 
they had 6 
children





• After 29 years of marriage, Joseph William Gifford passed away on 
September 15, 1949, in Watertown, Massachusetts. 

• This was just a few years before mom and dad’s wedding.

• St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Watertown, Massachusetts remained the 
cornerstone of their lives. 

• Bridget proudly attended my mom and dad’s wedding at St. Patrick’s Church 
on April 29, 1951.

• I had the honor and pleasure of being at my Irish grandmother’s heels for the 
first 10 years of my life.  She was my first educator about all things Ireland.

• Bridget joined Joseph in heaven on February 2, 1967. 

• Both Bridget and our Joseph had  lived to see an Independent Irish Republic!

Bridget and Joseph see an Independent Irish Republic! 







• The Island of Ireland continued under British rule for many years following 
Bridget’s voyage to Boston in 1905. The Irish people continued to seek 
independence and the right to govern their own country after over 800 years 
of oppression. 

• In 1914, the Government of Ireland Act is passed, providing for Irish Home 
Rule, but its application is simultaneously postponed for the duration of World 
War I.

• In 1916, The Irish Republican Brotherhood leads an action which seizes key 
government buildings in Dublin and issues the Proclamation of the Irish 
Republic. The Proclamation  was first read by Patrick Pearse on April 24, 1916 
in front of the General Post Office in Dublin. 

• This powerful document is roughly similar to the American Declaration of 
Independence. In it, the signers proclaimed Ireland's independence from 
Britain. This independence was not achieved until 1922, after more years of 
external and internal conflict.

• The Rising lasted until April 29, 1916. It became known as the Easter Rising. 

“We Declare the Right of the People of Ireland, to the Ownership of Ireland”





• The British government soon declared martial law in Ireland, and in less than a week the Irish rebels              
were crushed by the government forces sent against them. 

• Some 450 people were killed and more than 2,000 others, many of them civilians, were wounded in the 
violence, which also destroyed much of the Dublin city center.

• Initially, many Irish people resented the rebels for the destruction and death caused by the uprising.      
However, on May 15, 1916 leaders of the uprising were executed by firing squad. 

• More than 3,000 people suspected of supporting the uprising, directly or indirectly, were arrested, and 
some 1,800 were sent to England and imprisoned there without trial. 

• The rushed executions, mass arrests and martial law (which remained in effect through the fall of 1916), 
fueled public resentment toward the British and were among the factors that helped build support for 
the rebels and the movement for Irish independence.

• The rebels were eventually martyred as heroes. The Easter Rising signaled the start of a major 
revolution in Ireland. 

• Several Years later, most of Ireland did break free of British Rule.

The Effect of the 1916 Easter Rising



• Irish women and men stepped forward to defend 
Ireland’s right to govern themselves before, during, and 
after the Easter Rising. 

• There are too many heroes’ names to mention in our 
short time frame.

• I wish to highlight one set of heroes because one of 
them was distantly related to our grandfather, Joseph 
William Gifford.  

• Her name was Grace Gifford.  Her fiancé (later her 
husband) was Joseph Mary Plunkett. 

• As one of the rebel leaders, Joseph Mary Plunkett was 
executed by firing squad on May 4, 1916. 

• Joseph Mary Plunkett was married to his childhood 
sweetheart Grace Gifford 7 hours before he was 
savagely shot to death.

Gifford Link to the 1916 Easter Rising



“Grace” Sung By Jim McCann and the Dubliners Video can be found on YouTube





• Mom was born on December 23, 1929, in Watertown, Massachusetts.                              
Her father, Joseph William Gifford, was 49 and her mother,                                              
Bridget Theresa O’Mahoney Gifford, was 42. 

• Mom was living in Watertown, Massachusetts in 1938. The city was one of the areas 
battered  by a hurricane boasting cyclones  with extremely high winds. She also lived in 
Watertown when the United States declared war on Japan just one day after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor that killed 2,400 Americans.

• She attended St. Patrick’s Catholic Grammar school and High School                                         
in Watertown for 12 years.

• St. Patrick’s was originally established in 1847  to serve the spiritual and educational 
needs of Watertown’s primarily Irish Catholic immigrant settlers.

• St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish and School had become the cornerstone of the Gifford 
Family throughout mom’s childhood.

• Friends of our mother were asked to describe her in her St. Patrick’s High School 
yearbook. They described mom with one sentence: “Where she met a stranger, there 
she left a friend.” This phrase was clearly the statement on mom’s entire life

December 23rd, 1929 – April 24, 2010



• Mom married Dad (Charles Robert Kurzawski-Badzmierowski, Sr.) on April 29, 
1951 at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Watertown, Massachusetts. It was a 
beautiful military wedding as dad was in the US Air Force at the time.

• Mom and dad were absolutely best friends throughout their married lives.

• Mom and dad raised Chuck, Terry, Bill, Joe, John, Kathy, and Bob and they gave all 
of us wonderful lives.

• Just as St. Patrick’s in Watertown had been the cornerstone of the Gifford family,  
St. Blaise Parish and later St. Brendan’s Parish (both in Bellingham, Massachusetts) 
became the cornerstone of the Badzmierowski family. Assumption School in 
Bellingham served many of our childhood educational needs.

• Mom was always our friend, teacher, advocate, social worker, accountant, and the 
first (sometimes last) shoulder to cry on. 

• She was the person we went to when nobody else could figure us out. We went to 
her because we knew that – without question - she would never fail us.  She never 
has failed us.

She Never Fails Us



The best way to describe mom is that she was truly Irish. A bit rebel in her own                                             
quiet and gentle way (so also truly CORKIAN); she adored her husband and her children                                        
(and later her grandchildren) and was always loyal to all of us. 

Mom became a citizen of the Irish Republic on the day she was born despite that she was born in Boston.        
This is because her mother (Bridget) was born on the Island of Ireland in 1887.

Bob and I became Irish citizens by descent through our mom’s Irish citizenship.                                              
This process was not automatic even though mom’s process was.

She and dad were able to fulfill one of mom’s life dreams when they traveled                                                 
to Ireland together in 1994.

I recall asking mom how she would describe Ireland after her visit.                                                          
She said that “Everything reminded me of my mother (Bridget).”

Dad also loved Ireland. His mother (our paternal grandmother) – Marion Theresa Brown Kurzawski –
was also partially Irish.



Mom joined Bridget and Joseph in heaven on April 24, 2010.

Dad followed mom to Heaven on November 25, 2018 .













Anyone who ever received regular greeting cards from Rita 
or Bridget knows that at least every third card would  
involve the Irish Blessing in one form or another. 

Somehow the Irish blessing always said exactly what       
they wanted to say for every occasion.

It is a very old poem and prayer dating back to the Celts      
in Ireland. It was originally called the Celtic Blessing. 

Originally written in the Irish language, the poem/prayer 
contains three main images: namely wind, sun, and rain. 

Fittingly for something written so long ago, the ancient 
Irish’s deep connection to nature and Ireland’s ever-
changing elements shine through.

We dedicate this next song to all of our loved ones           
who have passed on and who still influence our lives            
in powerful ways every day.

May the road 
rise to meet you…



In Loving Memory Of  

Rita Janet Gifford Badzmierowski

Charles Robert Kurzawski – Badzmierowski

Bridget Theresa O’Mahoney Gifford

Joseph William Gifford

Charles R. Kurzawski

Marion Theresa Brown Kurzawski

Catherine Lehane O’Mahoney

Denis O’Mahoney

and of all of the loved ones of our family 

and guests who have passed on. 

They continue to enrich our lives in powerful ways…..



I was granted
Irish Citizenship 

on July 16, 2016 –
the year of the 

Irish Centenary!

Bob followed in my 
footsteps a few 

years later and was 
granted Irish 

Citizenship on 
December 1,  2020 –

no simple task 
during a worldwide 

pandemic!



TEN: My Irish Citizenship has not given me the love of Guinness beer – I still don’t like the 
taste of Guinness!  

NINE: My Irish Citizenship has made me smarter, better looking, and more fun! 

EIGHT: My Irish Citizenship gives me something unique to talk about at social and 
professional gatherings.

SEVEN: My Irish Citizenship means that I now travel to Ireland as an Irish citizen, so I don’t 
have to wait in long lines to clear customs.  Since Ireland is a member of the European 
Union (EU), the same is true when I travel to any other EU member country.

SIX: My Irish Citizenship provides a vast number of flexible options to myself and my family 
both now and in the future.

FIVE: My Irish Citizenship has provided me intimate insight into the rich, fascinating, painful, 
and rather complicated history of the Irish people and our shared cultural heritage.

FOUR: My Irish Citizenship has taught me that even though I was not born in Ireland, Ireland 
was born in me.

THREE: My Irish Citizenship has introduced me to Irish friends and family around the world.

TWO: My Irish Citizenship has given me a unique way to honor the life of my grandmother, 
Bridget Theresa O’Mahoney Gifford.

ONE:  Most importantly, my Irish Citizenship has provided me a beautiful way to honor and 
pay loving tribute to my mother, Rita Janet Gifford Badzmierowski. This was my overall goal 
and mission in seeking Irish Citizenship when I started this journey several years ago.



My nephew Eric Badzmierowski plans to pursue his Polish 
Citizenship since our great grandfather was born in Poland.

Eric’s Polish Citizenship may very well be the reason for 
our next Dual Citizenship Celebration!

Most people whose parents, grandparents or great-
grandparents were born in Poland qualify for Polish 
citizenship by descent.

Our father (Charles Robert Kurzawski-Badzmierowski, Sr.)
was born in Chicago, as was his father Charles Kurzawski
(our paternal grandfather).

Our Polish great grandfather – Felix Kurzawski –
was born in Poland. 





2016 Centenary Reading of the Irish Proclamation Video can be found on YouTube





Thanks a million for attending Feile O’Badz! 
We hope we have shared a slice of our Irish Family Heritage with you tonight!  

BOB BADZMIEROWSKI! 
PLEASE REMEMBER:

Being Irish isn’t about a nationality or even a citizenship. 

It isn’t about your relatives or where you were born.

Being Irish is not about a language or an accent. 

Being Irish isn’t about beer, the color green, or even about St. Patrick. 

Being Irish is definitely not about rainbows, pots of gold, or being lucky. 

Being Irish is about who you are. 

Being Irish is a state of one’s heart, soul, and mind.



We apologize if you have questions or discussion points 
we were unable to address during Feile O’Badz!   

Feel free to contact me if I can answer any additional questions:

Bill Badzmierowski (aka Bill O’Badz): wfbjjk@gmail.com

My special thanks to Joel Kotchevar
for your incredible creative talents in 
putting together all of the graphics 

involved in this presentation and
in the pre-celebration Snug!

Not to mention your 
incredible patience with me!

mailto:wfbjjk@gmail.com

